

LISTEN ONLY TO JESUS – Luke 9, 28036


This incident is normally referred to as the Transfiguration of Jesus. It is not possible, however, to reconstruct faithfully the scene that was ultimately known as such. One thing is certain: the evangelists considered it as very important and it manifested to them the true identity of Jesus, the Son of God,


The first striking thing that everyone remembers was the change of Jesus’ face, shining, and his clothes becoming brilliant like lightening. Moses and Elias appeared talking with Jesus, perhaps as representatives of the Law and the Prophets, with Jesus always in the middle. 


As in so many other occasions, the disciples failed to capture the symbolic meaning of that happening, and Peter, as usual, was the first to speak: “Master, it is wonderful for us to be here; so let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elias.” He saw Jesus on the same plane and on the same level as the other two persons of the Bible. He would build a tent for each of them; evidently Jesus had not yet taken absolute possession of their hearts.


The voice from the cloud, however, would make things straight and declared the true identity of Jesus: “This is my Son, the chosen one. Listen to him.”  They should not look at Jesus as just another prophet. Listen to him, and to no one else. His Word will always be your guiding light and your only way.


It is of the utmost importance for the Church today, as it was for the early Christian communities, that we listen to the Word of Jesus as it came to us in the Gospels. The writings of the four evangelists should be, for us Christians, a unique message that should not be given the same importance as the rest of the Bible.


There is something that only the Gospels can give us: the impact that Jesus made on those early Christians, that so many followed him, even to their deaths. The Gospels are not textbooks that teach us some academic principles about Jesus’ ideas. They are not even biographies of historical people. The Gospels are real “conversion stories” inviting us to change and follow Jesus and embrace his project.


Hence, we must listen to the Gospel with an attitude of conversion. In the same attitude, all members of the community should read, meditate upon and listen to the preaching of the Gospel every Sunday. There is no other more powerful means of conversion than what we can find in the four little books of the Gospels.
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