

IDENTIFYING OUR OWN TEMPTATIONS



The temptations that Jesus experienced, according to the gospels, were not really moral temptations. They were options and 

crooked suggestions to carry out his mission. Jesus’ reaction, however, offers us a model for our moral behaviour, especially as a warning not to deviate from the mission that Jesus has entrusted to his followers.



First of all, his temptations help us identify clearly and responsibly some temptations that his Church, and those of us who make up its body, may be experiencing today. How can we remain faithful members of His Church if we are not aware of some very dangerous temptations that can take us away from Jesus’ project and

life style? 



In the first temptation, Jesus refuses to use God in order to change stones into loaves of bread, and thus satisfy his hunger. That will never be his way. He will never seek his own self interest, using his Father’s power and intercession. His food will be his Father’s Word. The only time he will multiply the loaves of bread will be to feed the hungry crowds. 



That is, perhaps, the most serious temptation for Christians in the developed world: the use of religion to strengthen our material welfare, satisfying our own conscience and draining out of our Christianity any kind of compassion. In that way, we remain deaf to God’s Word that keeps telling us, “who are your brothers and sisters?”



In the second temptation, Jesus renounces all power and honours, if they imply being subject to the abuses, lies and injustices of all the power which is brought about by the devil. The kingdom of God is not forced upon anyone; it is offered to all out of love. Jesus will surrender only to the God of the poor, the helpless and the homeless. 



Nowadays, when we have lost much of the social power and influence, the Church is trying to regain some of the power and honours

it once held over much of society. In fact, we may be missing a tremendous opportunity, at this time in history, to find a new niche of humble service to the men and women of today, who are so much deprived of love and hope. 



In the third temptation, Jesus renounces achieving his mission with the use of easy success and showy media actions. He will never be a populist Messiah. He will never use God to increase his own vainglory. He will always be at the service of all.



It has always been a temptation for many, making use of religion to increase one’s reputation, image or acceptance. Nothing could be more ridiculous, in the following of Jesus, than seeking honours and one’s own glory. Such temptations cause tremendous harm to the Church and take away its Truth.   
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