FORGOTTEN REVOLUTION


The Pharisees brought to Jesus a woman who had been caught committing adultery. Everyone knew what her punishment would be: “death by stoning,” as prescribed by the Law of Moses. Nobody said anything about the adulterous man. As it was the case in so many male dominated societies, the woman is condemned and the man excused. Jesus is challenged by them: “What have you to say? Moses has ordered in the Law to condemn women like this to death by stoning.” 


Jesus does not tolerate such social hypocrisy, backed up by the 

abuse of power by the male population. Such death sentence has never come from God. With great courage and skill, Jesus brings into his answer truth, justice and compassion: “If there is anyone of you who has not sinned, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.” 


The accusers began to leave the place one by one, beginning with the eldest. They knew very well who were responsible for the adulteries in their society. Then Jesus turned to the woman who was left alone and, with great tenderness and respect, told her: “No one has condemned you; neither do I condemn you.”  Jesus encouraged her to go away and sin no more.


That is the real Jesus. For the first time in history, someone stood up against oppressive laws and power. Jesus was free and magnanimous, who never hated or condemned anyone and who never returned evil for evil. By defending an adulterous woman, Jesus showed more truth and justice than most of us in our own demands and resentful condemnations.


Many of us Christians have not yet been able to learn and practice all the lessons taught by Jesus in defence of an oppressed woman. Being members of a Church made up and mainly dominated by males, we are unable to judge fairly the injustices that women are still suffering in many areas of our society. A few years ago, a theologian spoke about the “unknown revolution” of modern Christianity.


The fact remains that, twenty centuries later, in many countries traditionally Christian, we live in a society in which often a woman cannot survive without the help of man. Rape, violence and discrimination are all too real to be discounted. So widespread, in fact, that these are considered the root cause of most other gender injustices.


Gender discriminations should be identified and condemned more concretely and loudly in all our celebrations; it should occupy a prominent place in our social activities and planning. Shouldn’t Christians and the Church always be by the side of any oppressed woman, denouncing all abuses, and offer intelligent defence and adequate protection? 

Jose Antonio Pagola

Gospel Network BUENAS NOTICIAS

March 21, 2010

Defend a woman’s dignity like Jesus

V Lent ( C ) John 8, 1-11

Pass it on

