

         THE OTHER SON


Without a doubt, this is the most interesting parable in the gospel, “The Good Father”, unfairly known as the parable of “The Prodigal Son.”

This younger son has attracted all the attention of commentators and preachers. His return home and the welcome extended by the father have

moved so many generations of Christians.


In fact, the parable pays a lot of attention to the elder brother, who had always stayed home with his father, unlike the younger brother who chose to lead a dissolute life away from home. When the big brother is told about the great party thrown by his father to welcome this lost son, he is greatly disturbed. His younger brother’s return does not make him happy, as his father is, but hurt and angry: “He was angry and refused to go in.”  He had never left home, but now he felt like a stranger among his own.


The father went out to invite him in with the same affection shown to the returning son. He does not raise his voice or tell him what he must do. He simply tries to plead with him. But the elder son responds with anger and resentment. He has never disobeyed his orders; yet, he never learned to love as his father does. Now, this elder son claims all his rights and condemns his brother’s behaviour.


Such is the elder son’s sad story. He has never left home; but his heart was always far away. He has never disobeyed orders, yet he never learned to love. Evidently, he doesn’t understand his father’s love for his brother. He does not welcome or forgive him, and doesn’t want to know anything about him. Jesus ends his parable without telling us if the elder son actually joined the celebration or remained outside. 


Involved as we are in the religious crisis of modern society, we are used to speak of believers and unbelievers, practicing and non-practicing people, married and living together couples, etc. So, while we keep labelling our children, God is always waiting for all of us: He is not the God of the good ones only, or those who stay home. He is the Father of all.


The elder son is a reference for those of us who claim to live with him. Actually, what are we really doing, those of us who haven’t left the Church? Are we trying to just survive by keeping the prescribed rituals or commandments, or are we witnesses of God’s love towards all people?

Are we helping to build open communities that welcome and learn to live with anyone who is seeking God? Do we raise barriers or build bridges? Do we extend a friendly hand or show signs of resentment? 
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