

ON WHOSE SIDE ARE WE?


Some unknown people came to Jesus and told him about a bloody incident that had taken place in the temple premises. The murder had been committed by none other than Pilate. What was worse, the blood of the murdered men had been mingled with that of their sacrificed animals.


It is not said why those people came to Jesus. Were they speaking for the victims? Were they seeking for an explanation of the sin that could justify such horrendous death? And, if there wasn’t any sin, why could God permit such heinous killing in his own temple?


Jesus answered by reminding them about another terrible incident that took place in Jerusalem: the death of eighteen people who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them. “Do you suppose that they were more guilty than the other people living in Jerusalem?”  Jesus concludes by saying: they were not, and unless you repent you will all perish as they did.


Jesus’ answer should make us think. To begin with, Jesus rejects the popular belief that all calamities are a punishment from God. Jesus does not speak of a God

who is a Law keeper, who goes around punishing his sons and daughters, handing out illnesses, accidents and calamities, in response to their sins.


A little later, Jesus takes another approach. He does not try to explain any theory about the ultimate cause of evil: the guilt attributed to the victims or God’s own providence. Jesus turns towards those present and challenges them: take all these happenings as a call from God for your conversion, and change your life.


We are all still shaken up by the tragic earthquakes in Haiti. How can we read such tragedy from Jesus’ point of view? The first question, of course, should not be “Where was God?” but, rather, where were we? The question that should show us the way to conversion is not “why did God allow such tragedy?” We should rather ask ourselves, how can we allow that so many human beings still live in such misery, totally helpless against the fury of nature?


We will never find our Crucified God by asking accountability from a distant Divinity; but by identifying ourselves with the victims. We will never find God by

accusing him of indifference or denying his existence. On the contrary, we should find ways to combat the sufferings in Haiti and other parts of the world. Then, perhaps, we shall discover, among the lights and shadows, that God lives among the victims, honouring their human dignity, protecting them against all ills, and challenging them to go on with their lives.
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